Neil Godfrey ~ Shihan

Shihan Neil Godfrey started martial arts training in 1977 at the Leroy Springs Recreation
Complex. Hanshi Danny McCall was putting on a demonstration at the Open House for the
Complex and after the demo he asked if anyone in the audience was interested in started class. So,
Mr. Godfrey signed up for the 1st class held and been there ever since.

Over the years he has held many positions within the American FreeStyle Shorei/Shorin Karate
Club.

Born September 12, 1957 in Rock Hill, SC. Raised in Fort Mill, SC.

Family:
Married to Sharon M. Godfrey, September 21, 1975.

Two children:
(daughter) Nikki Godfrey-Hill, (husband) Rob Hill.
(grandson) Blake Hill, (granddaughter) Xan Hill. All of Fort Mill, SC.

(son) Gregory Godfrey, (wife) Ashley Godfrey.
(grandsons) Parker Godfrey, Anderson Godfrey, and Graham Godfrey, All of Fort Mill, SC.
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Religious Activities:

e Member of First Baptist Church Fort Mill, SC.
e Deacon (inactive)

« High School Sunday School Director (past)

e Sunday School Teacher (past)

Employment:

Duke Energy Retired - Catawba Nuclear Station, York, SC, (February 2%, 1976, retired
12/31/2018)

e Senior Technical Specialist
Emergency Diesel Generators, Mechanical Maintenance, all Nuclear Station air
COMPressors.

Civic Organizations:

o Catawba Lodge #56 A.F.A.M since 1980.
e Hejaz Shriners (Shrine ID #563374)
o Crescent Shrine Lodge of South Carolina (Member 1D #30859)

Martial Arts Background:

Shihan Neil Godfrey started martial arts training in March of 1977 at the Leroy Springs

Recreation Complex in Fort Mill, SC. Hanshi Danny McCall, with the assistance of Kyoshi
Charles Lingerfelt and Kyoshi Joe McClellan, was putting on a demonstration at the Open House
for the Complex and after the demo Mr. McCall asked if anyone in the audience was interested

in starting class. Mr. Godfrey signed up for the 1st class held and been there ever since.

First Certificates earned in 1977.
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https://afskfortmill.wordpress.com/renshi-neil-godfrey/godfrey-shichikyu-png/

Over the years Mr. Godfrey has held many positions within the American FreeStyle
Shorei/Shorin Karate Club. Presently Mr. Godfrey holds the following rank certifications.

7" Dan (Shichidan) American Freestyle Shorei/Shorin Karate-Do (03/14/2014), Verification No.
025. Authorized by Hanshi Danny R. McCall, Headmaster of the American Freestyle Karate
under the sanctified charter established by, Jerry Piddington Grandmaster Okinawan Shuri-Ryu,
Budokan Tokyo, Japan May 2, 1972, Ratified May 30, 1975. USKA Verification No. 5-72-72.

fight the way yon practiec™
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Shichidan certificate earned in 2014.

Shorei*Shorin-Karatedo

This consficae of primosion sk mledges Heit, m i faving complesed the
reguired stud) for Advancement and meeting the prescribed fiours of practice to qualify for testing, hiercby is elevated to the rank of

The criteria for this pronouncement is not onfy based' on physical performance, but afso the
Representatives of tie alunni are recognized for their dedication, strength of chiaracter, compassiop for oth af prsuit of exceflence.

Alfoughte effor and rewarding of his ronk shaflnever e devied, soul e practitioner Ser defonor s nonk, sciool, insteucior, or astocision,
The recognition and sponsorship of this association may be witkReld or revofied in accordance with the bylaws dnd constitustion of te association.

American Freestyle

Black Belt Society

Skhichidan (706 Degnee) Black Bete ‘
Awoniean Frocstyle Shorei* Shorty Kanateds

vestlting from a succossful examination &y the review board of this assoctation.

nd spinit into a bafanced individial

Motthew 9:20
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Thids promotion is duly awarded on March 141k, 2014
At the focation of Amenican Treestyle Karute Cfub
in Denver, NC.

7" Dan (Shihan) American Open Style Karate-Do (03/14/2014), Verification No. SC 2.
Authorized by Jerry Piddington, Headmaster of the American Open Style Karate under the
sanctified charter established by Robert A. Trias, Grandmaster Okinawan Shuri-Ryu, Budokan
Tokyo, Japan May 2, 1972, Ratified May 30, 1975. USKA Verification No. 5-72-72.

This certificate of proclamation ackpowledges that Neil Godfrey afier having completed the required study for Advancement and’

mesting the prescribed fours of practice, teacking, participating and promoting the Art of Karate. Is fereby elevated to 7th Dan
Teacher of Martial Ant.

Resuling from a successful examination by the review bound of this association. The criteria for this is not onfy Based on physical perfo

ing of mind and spirit into @ balunced individual. Representatives of the aliemns are recognized for their dedication, strength of characte
 continual pursuit of excellence. Aftough the effort and rewarding of thts ran shall never be denied, sfiould the practi
ctor, or assaciation, The recogrition and sponsorsfiip of this association may be withlield or evoked in accordance with tfe by
on. May the association and its members not only meet, Gut exceed its goals and aspirations for a Better tomorronw for the great

&K Thiss proctamation is duly awarded on &
fed Charter 2 o March 2014
lssued per the aythority

Shihan certificate earned in 2014.

American Karate
ad emies National Assqpj atig
A Certificate of Proclamation n

Rank of Shifian - American open style Karate-Do

From AKANA Hombu Dojo in Askland, Oregon




Inducted into the World Karate Union Hall of Fame, June 28th, 2008, in
Tannersville, Pa. "Instructor of the Year" * American Open Style Karate.

WORLD KARATE UNION
HALL OF FAME

Let it be known to Ilrb nth
28th day of June,

SENSEI NEIL GODFREY

has been inducted into the L4 K
WORLD KARATE UNION — '
HALL OF FAME

INSTRUCTOR OF THE YEAR

KARATE
A o
n

Inducted into Legends of Carolina Martial Arts, July 2020:

LEGENDS|

CAROLINA

MARTIAL ARTS.
Neil Godirey




Certified Glass Walker:

Certified Fire Walker:




jation:

Life Member of International Shuri-Ryu Assoc
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Ryu Association
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Nl Godfrey

Is a Lifetime Member held in high regard of the

International Shur
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of Shuri-Ryu and the endeavors of the International Shuri-Ryu Association.
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Robert H. Bowles, 10" Dan, Hanshi
Director, International Shuri-Ryu Association
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Life Membership of Shuri-Te Bujutsu-Kai:

X ‘ I\AH/ \J' i@\\\ Z /‘/ !
% Shuri-Te Bujutsu-Kai :

OFFICIAL LIFE MEMBERSHIP %)
CERTIFICATE

Thee és to Verdfy
Neil Godfrey

ke above named person is officially registered as a member of the Shuni-Te Bujutsu-Kai
and is looked upom in figh esteem.

mmmm.MdawuuWmepm
This person is entitled to the approp
Gyﬁcmwxp. ﬂﬁ:mqmbduﬁiyﬁuﬁnlmﬁm
Skuri-Te Bujutsu-Kai.

[y Gusued. this Ttk day of June 2017

$ Shun-Te Bujutsu-Kai

% RANK HOMOLOGATION DIPLOM A& : %
z = cﬂaab@yfm ; i
u Neil Godfrey § g §
(%ﬁ & Hereby recogaize the Black Bek Yudunsha Grade of __ Shichldan /" 7th  Degree B 5' %n
(g & Confecred upon by the Shur e B Kai f g~ %?)
?5 @ 'Iﬁrmﬁzuuﬁuwm{upmtﬁe Z;m;:pmwmmﬂmq‘mﬁmmm g % %)
T ey P Q) 8 g )
% ;TMJ'PMM Issued tis Cerfcaeissned o the Mctil At of: ?
; 7 o s @g ThiayofJue 2017 o Fre Stle Shorei Shorin Karatedo §
‘i o ’ﬁl@fln?anhgishi[;;h;ll @,@ §jﬁ [“caiteste # 0042 | ‘U
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A little flying fun in the early years with Hanshi Danny McCall:

Karate Class Tops
Recreation

By KATHY HAIGHT
e bim W

" By SEDAA LAND

Tnstructor Danny McCall (Left) Practices Kick With Neil Godfrey

1oy Speings Com-
wars. The clam Js  S0¢ KARATE, Next Pags, Col 1

Training in martial arts:
Since 1977 under Hanshi Danny R. McCall in Fort Mill, SC, and in Denver, NC.
Since 1986 under Kyoshi Charles Lingerfelt in Fort Mill, SC.

Additional training sessions:
Hanshi Ridgley Abele - Shuri-Ryu
Kyoshi Troy Price - Shuri-Te Bujutsu-Kai

Martial Arts Organizations:

o Dojo Association (past)

o U.S.K.A (past) United States Karate Association (Grandmaster Robert A. Trias)

e S.E.K.A. (past) South Eastern Karate Association

e LS.A. (present — Lifetime Membership) International Shuri-Ryu Association
(Hanshi Robert Bowles)

e Shuri-Te Bujutsi-Kai (present - Lifetime Membership)

e AK.A.N.A. (present) American Karate Academies National Association
(Grandmaster Jerry Piddington)

Martial Arts Responsibilities:

e A Senior Instructor in American Open Style Karate-Do

e A Senior Instructor in American Freestyle Shorei/Shorin Karate-Do

e Set and organization of testing, demonstrations, and seminars associated with American
Freestyle Shorei/Shorin Karate-Do

o 30 plus years of record keeping associated with American Freestyle Shorei/Shorin
Karate-Do

o Creating Certificates and Certifications associated with American Freestyle Shorei/Shorin
Karate-Do
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Martial Arts Tournaments over the years:

Hanshi Danny McCall's Warrior Tournament - Denver, NC
Kyoshi Charles Lingerfelt Tournament of Champion - Fort Mill, SC
Larry Dillingham

Ricky Taylor's "Red Rose Tournament” - Fort Mill, SC
Penny Shannon - West Virginia

Gary Dillingham

Flame Williamson "Stump Town Nationals" - Shelby, NC
Larry Bullard - Boone, NC

Wayne "T-Bird" Funderburk

Dewey Earwood

Lee Jenkins

Nathaniel White - Lancaster, SC

Charles Burris

Battle of Atlanta - Keith Vitale

Atlanta Pro-Am

more through the years

Everyone’'s life is driven by something. Knowing your purpose gives meaning to your life and
purpose always produces passion. Nothing energizes like a clear purpose.

Neil Godfrey * Shihan




